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press, did so vilely execute that trust, that Paradise, under
his ignorance and audaciousness, may be said to be twice
lost. . . This supposed friend, . . . knowing Milton's bad
circumstances, thought he had a fit opportunity to foist into
the book several of his own verses, without the blind poet's
discovery.' An instance of the errors made by the amanu-
ensis is to be found in line 6 ofc Paradise Lost.' The scribe
wrote 'secret top'; Milton, according to Bentley, said 'sacred
top.' In Book I, lines 39, 74, 287, 351, 355, are, with many
others, assumed to be interpolated by the treacherous editor.
But there is no ground for the statement that Bentley pri-
vately owned the falsity of his supposition. (There can be no
doubt, I think/ says Professor Jebb, 'that Bentley's theory of
the depraved editor, was broached in perfect good faith.3
(Life of Bentley, p. 188, Eng. Men of Letters.) Bentley, in his
preface, takes occasion expressly to deny the imputation
that * this persona of an editor' was ' a mere Fantom, fiction,
an artifice to screen Milton himself.'
P. 75,1. 10. 'Johnson's remarks on the allegory of Milton
are just and wise; so are those on the non-materiality, or
non-immateriality of Satan.' (Landor, iv. 473.) On this point
Hallam and Macaulay defend Milton against the strictures
of Johnson. Pattison observes, 'In his handling, Milton
presents his spiritual existences with just so much relief as
to endow them *vith life and personality, and not with that
visual distinctness which would at once reveal their spectral
immateriality, and so give a shock to the illusion. .. By his
art of suggestion by association, he does all he can to aid
us to realise his agents, and at the moment, when distinctness
would disturb, he withdraws the object into a mist, and so
disguises the incongruities which he could not avoid.' (Patti-
son, Life of Milton, p. 184.)
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